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KEDI Poll 2011 was conducted to examine public opinion about the present
and the future of Korean education. The sample size of this survey was 1,500
males and females ranging in age from 19 to 64 in the 16 metropolitan cities
and provinces. The conclusions of individual interview survey are as follows(It
is based on the random sample with 95% confidence that the maximum margin
of sampling error is ±2.53 percentage points).

1. Government’s Role in Public Education and the Quality of
Elementary and Secondary Education
First, the respondents considered that the minister of Education, Science and
Technology is responsible to educational policy decision and curriculum and
superintendent of education is responsible to setting up the standards of
academic achievement and meeting these standards in the first place. It is
necessary to have in-depth discussion and role reestablishment about the
division of responsibilities between Ministry of Education, Science and
Technology and Office of Education in the metropolitan cities.
Second, in the results of survey about the satisfaction of elementary and
secondary education, schools received the lowest evaluation in recent years.
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Government should pursue the policies for raising the quality of the teachers
continuously in reference to the people’s opinion that it is necessary ‘to improve
quality of the contents and method of the class’ and ‘to recruit and arrange
high-quality teachers’ in order to hold high esteem from the people.
Third, major consideration in selecting school was ‘quality of teachers’,

‘characteristic of the educational program’, and ‘result of entering advanced
school’, while main consideration at the elementary school level was ‘commuting
distance’. With elementary and secondary school assignment based on
residential area as now, education authority should try to eliminate inequality
among schools. At the university level, ‘result of university graduates’
employment’ is considered as main factor to choose a school. It is necessary to
raise students’ job competence by ‘University Education Capacity Enhancement
Project’.

2. Opinions about the quality of teacher and teaching profession.
First, evaluations about teachers’ role in the elementary and secondary
schools were negative and got worse compared to last year. It is essential to
recruit and assign high-quality teachers in order to raise satisfaction about
school. In regarding to school choice, policies need to improve the quality of
teacher which is the main consideration in selecting school.
Second, survey result that the respondents are less likely to rely on ability
and attitude of the teachers was related with low estimation of teachers’ job
performance. Government should pursue specific policies for intensifying
teachers’ expertise, ethics, enthusiasm, and so on.
Third, most people tended to perceive that teachers should be received
suitable wages according to their ability and career. Also, teachers’ payment
based on their students’ academic achievement tends to be accepted positively.
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Teachers’ pay system must improve in such a way to estimate teachers’ capacity in
propriety and credibility.
More than half of the respondents prefered teacher profession as their
children’s future job. It is a positive sign of possibility to attract competent
person into school. Teacher Training Program should be reorganized in order to
train excellent human resource to become high-quality teachers.

3. Students’ learning and school life
First, teacher(school) was considered as more important factor determining
students’ learning level(academic achievement) than parent(family). Individual
schools should intensify their efforts to raise academic achievement level of
entire students and to narrow the education gaps among them.
Second, the respondents perceived that ‘personality education’, ‘creative
education’, and ‘career education’ should be increasingly strengthened. At
individual school level, ‘personality education’, ‘creative education’, and ‘career
education’ must be revitalized instead of depending on the subject knowledge.
Third, the majority of the respondents approved highly that teacher guiding
students by educational punishment of admonition and instruction. Educational
authority needs to ensure teachers’ authority and to protect students’ right by
providing

specific

standards

on

educational

punishment

and

physical

punishment.
Fourth, the rate of positive response was low in regard to the efforts of
government and school to solve the problem of violence in schools. Although
school, Office of Education, and Ministry of Education, Science and Technology
are trying to solve the problem of violence in schools, people hardly felt
improvement. At this time fundamental change about the policies is needed.
Fifth, students’ addiction to IT machine was serious. It is necessary for
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elementary, middle and high school students to give proper instruction about
using IT machine.

4. Educational Policy
First, the majority of the people approved of ‘the Equalization Policy for High
school’ and ‘the High School Diversity Policy’. In a large sense, it is needed to
maintain ‘The Equalization Policy for High school’ and at the same time to
pursue policy for diversifying the schools.
Second, majority of people perceived positively about ‘After School Programs’,
and they are likely to participate their children to the program. 'After School
Programs' is rated at one of the most effective way to reduce private education
expenses. Therefore, we need to develop this policy substantially.
Third, in comparison with last year, the number of supporters who think that
school should provide all students ‘Free School Meal’ has decreased regardless
of their living conditions. In consideration of first priority, government should
provide admission fee, tuition, school operating expenses and free school meal
fee to the low-income class preferentially.
Fourth, the respondents answered in a negative way about whether

‘University Admission Officer System’ is complementary to the college admission
system. However, this system is rated at one of the best policies. People tend
to evaluate ‘University Admission Officer System’ positively by perceiving it as
one of the representative policy of present government. In the other hand, it is
necessary to prepare substantial supplement plan, considering negative opinion
about this system.
Fifth, ‘After School Programs’, ‘EBS Lecture and English Education
Broadcast’, and the introduction of ‘Teacher Expertise Development Evaluation’
were considered as the effective policies for reducing private education expense.

｜

91

한국교육개발원 교육여론조사 (KEDI POLL 2011)

These policies should be developed continuously and substantially.
Sixth, ‘the High School Diversity Policy’, ‘University Admission Officer
System’, ‘'the System to Support Improvement of Basic Academic Ability', and

‘Policy for Reducing Private Education Expense’ were rated at the best policies.
Therefore, government should be actively pushing for these policies by
improving the problems in order to achieve initial purpose.

5. University Management and the Quality of Higher Education.
First, the people’s negative sentiment toward university’s function for
cultivating

competent

man,

university

professors’

role,

and

financial

transparency was high. Evaluation about university education and university
professors was getting worse compared to last year. It showed that reform of
the university is inevitable.
Second, the majority of the people thought that government should not only
bear the tuition for university education but also reduce the tuition fee by
financial support. It is necessary for government to try to cut the university
tuition.
Third, almost half of people were skeptical about their career after university
education. University’s education capacity should be enhanced for cultivating
competent human who companies and society want.

6. Emerging Issues and Future Trends of Korean Education
First, large majority of people thought that in current Korean society there is
serious discrimination by presence of college diploma and graduate’s college.
Reflecting this tendency, most people predicted that effect of rank system of
university and academic sectarianism will remain at the same level as now or
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grow worse. When education is used for competition tool, genuine learning
cannot be accompanied. It is urgent to work diligently in order to change the
present problem of our society.
Second, people had high expectation of education about their children because
it is rampant in Korean society that acquisition of wealth and elevation of
social status is given through education. However, if employment is guaranteed,
people intended to let their children enter technical schools like Meister High
School. In order to be free from getting more unnecessary education the system
should provide the possibility to get job without bachelor's degree. This means
that policies for guaranteeing employment of high school graduates or Meister
High School graduates could not only suppress educational inflation but also
promote to cultivate manpower resources who graduate high school with specific
skill and ability.
Third, the number of people who intend to let their children study abroad,
steadily increased, if circumstances permit. Considering early oversea education
expense, it is necessary to absorb these demands in domestic education. Still,
there were not much people who expected that private education expense will be
reduced. As few people expected that competition for entrance exams will be
mitigated in future, there is less room for decrease of private education
expense according to the competition. Since ‘Policy for Reducing Private
Education Expense’ was rated at one of the most effective policy, it is necessary
to pursue this policy continuously.
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