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Survey Objectives & System
Korean Educational Development Institute’s Public Opinion Survey (KEDI POLL)
began in 1999, and this is the 9th survey in 2014. The goal of KEDI POLL is to
survey the public awareness and attitude toward the present and the future of
Korean education and the public opinion on current issues in education; the
results of the survey will be reported to the public, and will provide the basic
reference material for devising and implementing educational policies. The
specific objectives of the 2014 Survey are as follows.

Objective 1. To survey the public’s attitude toward education, to examine changes
in attitude between 2013 and 2014
Objective 2. To survey the public’s level of understandings and opinions of the
major education policies of the current administration, and to
analyze the results
Objective 3. To propose policies by deducting educational policy implications
based on survey results

This survey is based on a sample of 2,000 adults nationwide aged between 19
and 75, and matches the population proportions in geographic region, gender,
and age. This year’s the first survey focused on the role of government in public
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education and quality of school education, opinions on quality of teachers and
teaching as a career, the level of students and school life, high school policies
and college admissions, educational welfare, operation and the quality of
colleges, and the current and future issues in school education. The second
survey covers the attitude and perception of education and educational policies,
and opinions on major educational policies and current issues in education.
Questions in the survey are based on the questions from the previous eight
surveys, revised and modified for this year. The survey was completed online,
complemented by in-person survey for senior citizens and a few other
respondents. The first survey was conducted July 22-27, 2014, and the second
survey will be conducted from November 14. The results of the first survey will be
published in a report and will be available online. The results of the second survey
will be published as a KEDI position paper and will also be available online.

This survey examines the public’s attitude and perception of education and
educational policies, and serves an important role by providing a basic reference
material for policy makers by surveying the perception and opinions on the
government’s educational policies of the public, who is the client of these policies.
In spite of such importance, this survey is limited in that it is a subjective
survey, and the results can vary from relevant facts. Therefore, the results of
this survey is one of many reference materials for policy development and
implementation, and final policy decision must be made based on not only the
results from this survey, but after comprehensively reviewing diverse reference
materials including materials with objective information.

Survey Data Analysis Method
The survey data was analyzed using cross tabulation and ANOVA. In Chapter
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3, the ratio of answer choices and the averages have been presented for each
question, categorized into ‘all responses’and ‘parents of students responses’groups.
The analysis results for each influencing variable that were statistically
significant have been included in the Appendix section.

Survey Results and Implications
The results of the survey organized by the survey objectives are as follows.

A. The Public’s Attitude Toward Education
To summarize the 2014 Survey results of the public’s perception of education,
the public believes that Korean education does not significantly contribute to the
nation or society, and is not providing high quality primary, secondary, or higher
education. Teachers in primary and secondary education, as well as college
professors have received low ratings. The respondents supported a stronger
personal character education, and believed that the main reason behind school
violence was lack of education at home. Respondents said supporting students
from low-income families, single-parent families, multi-cultural families,
migrant families from North Korea, and students with disabilities is ‘important’,
and ranked the support for students from low-income families as ‘most
important.’ Respondents said free school meals must be provided to all
elementary and middle school students regardless of their families’ economic
status, while for high school students, support for free school meals was split
between ‘all students’ and ‘students from low-income families only.’The
respondents said discrimination based on educational attainment and academic
background were severe in Korean society, and stratification of universities and
educational credentialism is expected to have ‘no major changes’ or ‘worsen,’
while the competitiveness of college admissions is expected to have either ‘a little

ABSTRACT

127

decrease’ or ‘no major changes.’Meanwhile, private education was expected to
have ‘no major changes’ or ‘expand.’Finally, the respondents did not place much
trust in the educational policies of the government.

Some main implications from this year’s survey are as follows.
1. The public believes for a need to strengthen personal character education,
and that schools and families must cooperate to achieve both academic and
personal character goals of the students.
2. The public believes that supporting students with environmental risk
factors is important, and supports free school meals for all students in
general, as well as providing free high school education.
3. In selecting college, the public values employment statistics of graduates
as ‘important,’ says personal character and community services, as well as
talents and aptitude must be first considered in the college admissions
process, and rates colleges low in general.
4. For college admission factors and extent of free school meal provision,
there is a gap between ‘all responses’ and ‘parents of students responses’
groups.
5. The public has a negative outlook on Korean education, and does not place
much trust in the educational policies of the government.

B. The Changes in the Public’s Attitude of Education (Comparison with 2013
Results)
Compared to 2013 Survey results, 2014 Survey finds decreased favorable view
of respondents’ children choosing teachers as career, decreased support for
teaching students by proficiency levels, and decreased intent to participate in
after-school activities. There is an increased demand for teachers(schools) to
place more efforts in students’ academic achievements, slight change in viewing
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the primary reason behind school violence from ‘mass media’ to ‘lack of education
at home,’ and decrease in support for high school equalization and high school
diversification policies. Majority opinion on the top elements of college
admissions process changed from ‘talents and aptitude’ to ‘personal character and
community services’, and on high school education, the support shifted from both
‘free and compulsory education’ to ‘free education’ only. The severity of
discrimination based on educational attainment were seen as having decreased
slightly, while private education, stratification of universities, and educational
credentialism were expected to expand or worsen. There were slightly more
positive evaluation of overall primary and secondary education and the level of
students’ personal characters and morality.

C. The Public’s Level of Understandings and Opinions of the Major Educational
Policies of the Current Administration
First of all, the ‘Expansion of the Nuri curriculum(early childhood education)’was
ranked highest in ‘the level of understanding of the major educational policies of
the current administration’, ‘the policy with most immediate needs’, and ‘the
policy with highest quality of implementation.’ Then it was examined whether
responses specifying top priority policy based on immediate needs or one based
on the quality of implementation differed by the level of understanding of
policies on the expansion of Nuri curriculum. The results indicate that the
respondents with better understanding of Nuri curriculum supported the
expansion of Nuri curriculum as both the policy with most immediate needs and
the policy with the highest quality of implementation. But the respondents with
lower levels of understanding of Nuri curriculum also supported the expansion of
Nuri curriculum as the policy with most immediate needs and the policy with the
highest quality of implementation, albeit at a lower rate.
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Policy Suggestions
Thoughtful policy makers understand that they have two options when public
opinion and public policy collide: They can modify policy so it’s more consistent
with public opinion, or they can mount a persuasive communications campaign
explaining to the people(Americans) why new policy is needed, how it can move
the nation forward, and how it can address individual need(William, J. B., 2014,
p.14).
It is not the goal of a survey to present overly specific policy proposals from
survey results. Meanings emerge when multiple surveys or questions produce
same results, and significant trends keep emerging in repeated surveys. Based on
the results of this survey, suggestions for national education policies are as
follows.
1. Current policy of strengthening character education needs to be reviewed,
and pursued more aggressively.
2. Policies that support students from low-income families need to be
implemented. Free school meals for primary and secondary schools, as
well as policies to expand Nuri curriculum are necessary, but need to be
implemented in phases given realistic conditions.
3. The social role of universities needs to be redefined, and trust in
professors and fiscal transparency of universities need to be established.
4. A blueprint for bright future of Korean education needs to be prepared,
and the policies must be implemented in cooperation with society’s various
sectors.
5. The reasons behind the changes in the perception of teaching as a career
need to be investigated and an effective plan needs to be prepared to
address the situation.
6. Strategies need to be devised to enhance public trust in educational
policies.
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